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CLASSIFICATION DECISIONS 


Date of entry in Register: 

Name of applicant/court: 
Applicant to the Labelling Body: 


16 June 1997 

The District Court at Wellington 
Not Applicable 


Title of Publication: 


Other Known Titles: 
Director: 


Untitled: comprised of 
Untitled/Untitled/Untitled/Untitled 
The Home Cinema Group Notice/Age Restriction 
Notice/Verfuhrung = die Grausame 
Frau/Seduction... The Cruel 
Woman/Untitled/Untitled/Untitled/Kittens & 
Vamps/Erotic Tattooing & Body piercing Part 
Three/Untitled 

English Playground 

Not Stated 


Producer: 


Not Stated 


Publisher: 

Author: 

Format: 

Country of Origin: 
Language: 


Not Applicable 

Not Applicable 

Video Recording VHS/PAL 

Not Stated 

English, German 


Components of film originally examined: 


Feature: 

Untitled 

Running time: 

31.02 


Untitled 


10.11 


Untitled 


19.54 


Untitled 


6.11 


The Home Cinema Group Notice 


0.13 


Age Restriction Notice 


0.10 


Verfuhrung = die Grausame 




Frau/Seduction... The Cruel Woman 


24.02 


Untitled 


14.39 


Untitled 


29.51 


Kittens & Vamps 


75.23 


Erotic Tattooing & Body Piercing Part Three 


23.10 


Untitled 


6.15 

Trailers: 

Nil 

Running time: 



Total Running time: 241.01 
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Excision/Alteration: 


No. 


Reason(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 
Classification Decision: 
Objectionable. 

Display conditions: 

Not Applicable. 
Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has not been given. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The untitled video recording, otherwise known as English Playground, is classified as: 
Objectionable. 

The publication promotes and supports the exploitation of young persons for sexual 
purposes and tends to promote and support torture and the infliction of extreme 
cruelty. The promotion and support of these activities falls under s3(2) of the Films, 
Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993. This is a deeming provision and is 
therefore inconsistent with and overrides the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 1 

The video recording contains a variety of components, many of which are snippets of 
larger productions. The m 2 ain focus throughout the recording is the sexualisation of 
women. As well as over acted sexual set-ups with various themes and the bodily 
adornment of women and men with piercings and tattoos upon their sexual parts, the 
content extends to viewing apparently youthful females for sexual purposes as they 
pose and engage in sexual acts; the torture of and infliction of extreme cruelty upon 
two women by a dominatrix character. 


1 See Indecent Publications Tribunal 1 HRNZ 170 for a discussion on the applicability of Bill of 

Rights to Censorship. 
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The three components presenting apparently young females sexualise them by 
focusing on their sex parts as they pose and engage in sexual acts. The sexualisation 
of young persons encourages the viewer to become aroused and this advances the 
idea that young persons are viable sexual stimulus. The video recording, therefore, is 
considered to promote and support this activity. In addition, the untitled feature, in 
which two women are tortured and subjected to extreme cruelty, is considered to tend 
to be promotional and supportive of these activities, by making them appear appealing 
and arousing. 
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